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Coun, Mike Shanks, who
had voted against the bylaw
on """pﬁ]' 2r EFFEHIEI:' focused
on detailed clarification of
fine print within the ser-
vicing agreement through-
out the discussion. He also
drew ire from Thirkell for
insinuating the councillor
had made “three or four”
manipulative demands of
the developer, allegations
Thirkell angrily denied.

“Toenlighten councillors
Allan, Inkster and Thirkell
— what's happened in the
last two weeks? Somewhat
of a reality check has hap-
pened,” Shanks said, not-
ing residents on the sewer
system could face fees as
high as $690 each year
should council fail to adopt
Silverback. Reid said the
project will mean $5 mil-
lion in tax benefits to the
District each vear.

Council also passed the
rezoning bylaw by a 6-1
vote, with Thirkell oppos-
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Art Phillips, project consultant (left) and Silverback
developer Gabriel Khoury were on hand to witness

council’s decision.

ing and Allan abstaining.
After the adoptions, Coast
Reporter got a reaction from
Khoury, the Calgary-based
developer.

“I'm glad it's approved
— | expected this to hap-
pen last May,” he said,
before affirming that the
Fred Couples-designed golf
course will “definitely go
ahead — it's the piece de
resistance,” he said. He

expects a three to five year
build-out for the “mixed
use main street village”
section on the waterfront
north of Porpoise Bay
Provincial Park and three
years to build and mature
the golf course.

“To start on the subdivi-
sion, we must have the golf
course completed,” he said.
Khoury added Sechelt's
building community was
a catalyst in bringing the
project back for a second
final vote.

“We met directly with
the builder's association
two weeks ago — they're
supporting us because we're
supporting them,” he said.

No formal agreement is
in place to use local labour
and supplies, but Khoury
said he'll use local builders
before looking off-Coast
for workers.




